THOMAS    CROMWELL
thought gave a religious colour to such divergent policies as
those of Cromwell and the older courtier grouping of
Norfolk and Southampton. To describe the Privy Seal as
Protestant, in so far as the term could then exist, and Norfolk
as consciously Catholic would seem a misreading. For the
old Court party was not so much Catholic as traditionalist,
holding to a standpoint not in any way original, predomin-
antly secular in their outlook, not quick, but very shrewd.
Such were perhaps the marks of that whole range of English
life which centred on the ruling class under the early
Tudors. And opposed to them was Cromwell intent upon a
synthesis of the State, with a mind more rapid in its action,
clear defined, and logical. It is necessary to stress the
secularism of these opposing factions, for in the last round of
the duel they both made use of religious counters.
Owing to the increasing pressure brought to bear against
him Cromwell now attacked the opposition; for, if he was
vulnerable through his German Lutheran allies, they might
be accused of sympathy with the Roman Pontiff. In May
a charge of " relieving certain traitorous persons who
denied the Bang's Supremacy " was brought against one of
Gardiner's chief supporters, the Bishop of Chichester, who
was thereupon thrown into the Tower. " A trustworthy
personage," wrote de Marillac on June i, in regard to this
affair, " says he heard from Cromwell there were still five
bishops who ought to be treated thus; whose names however
cannot be learned unless they are those who lately shook the
credit of* Maistre Cramvel,' so that he was very near corning
to grief. Things are brought to such a pass that either
Cromwell's party or that of the Bishop of Winchester must
succumb." This appears an accurate impression and,
besides, there would seem to be no situation in which the
Privy Seal was so little at home as the theological or so
remote from the King's sympathy.
During May, too, charges against Lord Lisle, the Governor
of Calais, and his chaplain had occupied attention; for they
were accused of secret dealings with Cardinal Pole's agents.
Since anti-Roman patriotism was the Privy Seal's strong
suit, all rumours of treachery would serve to assist him.
But these were merely passing diversions and the ominous
lull in his enemies' activities must only have borne in upon
Cromwell the sense of his own grave danger. He was
surely too isolated a man not to be most fully conscious of
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